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The Explanation of the Mystery of the Establishment of “Wang Mang Nine Temples”

Gao Chongwen

Abstract: Huang Zhanyue judged that the twelve building base sites found in the south of Chang’an City in Han
Dynasty were the site of “Wang Mang nine temples”, including three added temples of Diku, Tianhe and Tianjian,
which are combined into twelve temples. Gu Jiegang claimed that the three more temples should be Wang Mang’s self
retention temple and the temple of meritorious descendants. Wang Entian believed that this group of buildings is the
ancestral temple built by Wang Mang for the Western Han Dynasty. From the analysis of the ancestral temple system
of the Zhou Dynasty respected by Wang Mang, auording to “Three Rites” recorded the system of Zhao Mu and moving
the temple, Gu Jiegang’ s inference is more credible. The most fundamental reason why Wang Mang built twelve
temples is the tradition of establishing temples in the Western Han Dynasty, but not calling them “temples”. This
phenomenon of establishing a temple but not calling, has existed since the Han Dynasty, which is an inherent concept
of the Han Dynasty. The pattern of “four directions and five chambers” is derived from the five elements cosmology as
the political guiding ideology in the Western Han Dynasty.

Key words: Wang Mang nine temples; the system of Zhao Mu; ancestral temple
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