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Zhang Shi’s Political and Ethical Thought about Wang Dao from the Perspective of
Righteousness and Interests

Chen Lixiang and Wang Meiling

Abstract: Zhang Shi understood Mencius’ view of righteousness and interests with righteousness and interests as
the logic of his political and moral thoughts. On the one hand, how to understand “taking righteousness first” is the
focus of the logical starting point of the system; on the other hand, how to understand “reasonable interests” (not
personal interest) is the difficulty of the logical starting point of the system, because it involves self-examination and
self-denial. The idea of justice and interest contains the double demands of political justice and benefit: justice of
government is related to rites and righteousness, and the focus is on maintaining a reasonable order of the country and
society; while benefit of governance mainly involves economy, which is the material guarantee of social stability.
Meanwhile, Zhang Shi advocated that benevolence and righteousness were the criterion of equity of both justice of
government and benefit of governance. And the carrier of benevolence in reality is the ritual system. Finally, both
righteous and beneficial administration need the administrative subject (monarch and minister) to implement it.
Specifically, it requires the monarch be benevolent and the minister be righteous, that is, the monarch should put the
people first, and the minister should uphold the intention and behavioral justice. In a word, the characteristics of
political ethics lie in its righteousness and interests.

Key words: Zhang Shi; Righteousness and Interests; Wang Dao; Benevolence and Righteousness; Political Ethics
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