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A Study on the Dual Functions of Hengxingsi Sifangguan in Song Dynasty

Gong Yanming

Abstract: Hengxing originally refers to Hengxing military officials. Unlike Imperial City envoys, deputy envoys and
other envoys and Deputy envoys, they are listed in the vertical sequence of survey and relocation. Only when they are
transferred, can they be removed. Therefore, they are called “Hengxing”. Hengxing five divisions include Ke’ sheng,
East and West upper Hemen division, Sifangguan, Yinjinsi, and its five envoys and Deputy envoys (sifangguan has no
deputy envoys) are Hengxing stage, with a total of nine stages. However, the nine levels are a function of Hengxing
department, such as Wang Guangzu’s contribution to sifangguan envoy, knowing Luzhou and Lunan pacifying envoys, so
as to lead the frontier affairs at the same time. Wang Guangzu’s “sifangguan emissary” was a military officer without
any post, but his monthly salary was determined to be 27 guan. At the same time, it was also an official of worship in
the inner court, such as judging the affairs of sifangguan, sifangguan envoys, knowing the affairs of sifangguan, and so
on. It was an assignment. In the palace, it was in charge of receiving foreign envoys, as well as pacify and supervise
the army. Therefore, although they are both “Sifangguan envoys”, the two functions are different and more complex.
The paper expounds the evolution of the establishment of sifangguan, the official establishment of sifangguan, and the
difference between the two functions of the internal court service and the horizontal military rank.

Key words: Song Dynasty; Hengxingsi; Sifangguan; dual functions
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