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Similar Texts, Thoughts of Affinity, and Interrelations among Zengzi, Zisi, and Mencius

Yang Haiwen

Abstract: Book 4A12 of the work Mencius contains three domains of discourse: First, it is worth making
distinctions among similar words in Book 4A12 of Mencius, Family Analects of Confucius, The Doctrine of the Mean,
and Huainan Zi; Second, the interlocking associations in thoughts between Book 4A12 and The Doctrine of the Mean
are worth analyzing; Third, the inheritance of authentic traditions passed down from Zengzi through Zisi to Mencius are
worth sorting out. Although “to be sincere and to think about sincerity” is the priority among priorities in Book 4A12,
it is necessary to take the holistic approach by considering not just this fundamental philosophy in Book 4A12, but also
other comparable texts, the affinity relationship in its thought development, as well as the thought development process
from Zengzi through Zisi to Mencius. With these considerations in mind, the study of this single chapter Book 4A12
can be proved academically meaningful in profoundly interpreting the work Mencius and its thoughts as well as in
becoming a new academic topic in both Mencius study and the study of the history of Mengology.

Key words: Mencius; The Doctrine of the Mean; relationship between Zisi and Mencius; relationship between

Zengzi and Mencius; the study of a Single Chapter
[/ 5 5]

56



	目录_eBook
	2021中原文化研究5期（5-85）_eBook
	2021中原文化研究5期（86-128）_eBook

