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On the Dualistic Interaction Structure of Political Philosophy in The Doctrine of the Mean

Liu Qingqu

Abstract: In the historical inheritance, The Doctrine of the Mean once belonged to the Confucianism system and
was also included in the Neo-Confucianism system. It dominates both the disposition and system of Confucian political
philosophy. On the one hand, The Docirine of the Mean advocates moral integrity as the foundation of the establishment
of the system. Moral qualities such as self-cultivation, good faith, filial piety, sincerity, and justice have an impact on
the system; In addition to guaranteeing the implementation of the value of xinxing, the stability of the system has a
counter—regulatory effect on xinxing. The sublimation of mortals from “dishonest” to “sincere” also requires institutional
heteronomy. From the perspective of the Doctrine of the Mean, mind and system always complement each other and
cannot be separated. This dualistic structure has shaped the classic paradigm of Chinese classical political philosophy.

Key words: Doctrine of the mean; politics; mind; system
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