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Some Thoughts on Qijia Culture

Han Gaonian

Abstract: The chronology range of Qijia culture is roughly the same as that of the Xia Dynasty in the Central
Plain, and its upper limit may be slightly earlier than that of the Xia Dynasty. Its spatial range is mainly distributed in
the Western Han River basin, a tributary of the upper reaches of the Yangize River, and the middle and lower reaches
of the Weishui, Taohe, Daxiahe and Huangshui in the upper reaches of the Yellow River, spanning the four provinces
of Gansu, Ning, Qing and Mongolia, with an east—west span of more than 800 kilometers. The unearthed thousands of
cultural relics relics (tombs, settlement, etc.) and (pottery, bronze, jade, bone artifacts, etc.)were founded. Its cultural
forms with obvious transitional characteristics due to its space location of the “hub” status which has the cultural
factors of the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River and the cultural factors of the Eurasian steppe. The
composition of the Qijia people who created this culture should take the Majiayao people in archaeology or the Xigiang
people recorded in the literature as the main body and absorbed different ethnic groups. From the legend of Xiayu that
is widely spread in Hehuang area and the geographical and folk images named “Xia”, we can see that Qijia culture
once experienced the same “shimmering” glorious period of ancient Chinese culture as the Xia culture in Central
Plain. Qijia culture in the background of “scarce” flow down to the culture ocean of “unity in diversity” of the grand
pattern of Chinese civilization because of climate and other factors eventually .

Key words: Qijia culture; Xia culture; Erlitou culture; cultural psychological community; livestock farming society
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