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Huangdi Chunhua Insects and Moths and Tooth Carving Silkworm in Shuanghuaishu Ruins

Chen Longwen

Abstract: The Shuanghuaishu site in Gongyi is located at the confluence of the Yellow River and Yiluo River. The
site is a very large settlement in the middle and late Yangshao period about 5,300 years ago. Among them,
tooth—carved silkworm were newly unearthed.Contacting the record of “Huangdi Chunhua insects and moths” in
Records of the Historian + The Five Emperors, we believe that the carved silkworms unearthed from the Shuanghuai tree
in Gongyi are probably the material evidence of silkworm breeding by the ancestors of the Yellow River Basin in the
Yangshao period.We trace the origin of the invention and breeding of silkworms in the Yellow River Basin back to the
time of the Huangdi in Yangshao. Not only are there documentary evidence, but also new evidence of cultural relics
has been added.In connection with the silk fabrics and their technological characteristics and production techniques in
the Qingtai site, which are roughly the same time as the Shuanghuaishu site,we believe that in the middle and late
Yangshao period, silkworm rearing technology in the Yellow River Basin is likely to have matured. It is precisely
because the silkworm rearing industry has originated and expanded in scale,it not only provides the necessary material
basis and material support for the development of Chinese textile industry and technological progress in the Yellow
River Basin during this period, but also prepares the material foundation for the origin and development of ancient
Chinese civilization.

Key words : Shuanghuaishu in Gongyi; The origin of silkworm breeding; The Yellow River Basin
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