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Remolding the Classics: Doubting Antiquity School and the Discovery of the Literary
Ontology of The Book of Songs

Qi Yanrong

Abstract: The study of The Book of Songs of Doubting Antiquity School started from the criticism and
deconstruction of traditional classics. On the basis of “de—classification”, the “literature” of Book of Songs was
“discovered” and promoted to an ontological position. Since then, Confucian classics have been reshaped into a literary
classic. Like the ancient poetry studies that were part of the ideological construction project of the scholar class, the
discovery of the ontology of the literature in the 1920s was also the discourse construction of modern scholars under
the influence of the spirit of the times, accompanied by the “modernity”. The two dimensions of orientation, which
were the re—examination of tradition and the discovery of the modern subject under the influence of Western thought,
were born together. Doubting Antiquity School has completed the transformation of the study of The Book of Songs from
ancient times to modern times in an academic sense, and has established the basic paradigm of the study of The Book
of Songs that is still in use today.

Key words: The Book of Songs;Doubting Antiquity School; literature ; modernity ; classic
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