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On the Origin and Tradition Construction of the Lantern Festival

Zhang Tongsheng

Abstract: Under the perspective of Knowledge Archeology, the reason why lighting lanterns on the fifteenth night

of the first lunar month has become a Chinese cultural tradition is the result of the combined forces of Zoroastrianism,

Manichaeism, Buddhism, Taoism, and Spring Festival celebrations in the Sui and Tang Dynasties; later through the

generational identification and construction of discourse practices by witcheraft, Taoist, Buddhist, the lighting of lanterns

in the Festival has became its own effective-history

respectively. During the formation of the tradition, the

Zoroastrianism and Manichaeism, which advocate brightness, played the most important role, but they were unknown.

Lighting lanterns has been an invented festival tradition since 744.

Key words: Lantern Festival; Zoroastrianism; Manichaeism; Buddhism; Taoism
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