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The Function and Relationship of Audit Institutions in Song Dynasty
Li Yonghui

Abstract: In the national administrative system, the audit system of Song Dynasty overlaps with the supervision
system, the judicial system and the official examination system, and sometimes shows some independence. After several
major adjustments, the central audit institutions in the Song Dynasty had undergone several major adjustments. The
separation and integration of various institutions were volatile, and the subordinate relations and functions and powers
were often adjusted. However, the local audit institutions were relatively stable.This shows that the local financial
management mode in Song Dynasty has been more suitable for the needs of centralized politics after the exploration and
experiment in the early Northern Song Dynasty. The relatively professional central audit institutions in Song Dynasty
were basically subordinate to the financial system, but the audit institutions only had audit power, and had no power to
punish. Therefore, the supervision system would timely participate in the financial audit matters. If there was any
violation of the regulations,it could be reported or directly required to be rectified or punished on the spot.

Key words: finance in Song Dynasty; audit system;checks and balances
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