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On Wang Yangming’s Thought of Flexible Governance
—— A Case Study of Chongyi County
Hu Fagui

Abstract: The essence of Yangming Chongyi County is to advocate a kind of flexible governance, to promote the rule of
virtue with benevolence, to attach importance to the rules of the township contract, and to pay attention to the influence of
emotional metaphor. Whether to suppress bandits or Anmin, Yangming’ s core of governance is from the reality, from the
people. Yangming’ s social governance is Shang Wenzhi and then force, that is, the so—called first virtue and then punishment,
the main benevolence and benevolence to treat the people. From the theoretical and logical point of view, Yangming’ s theory
of “conscience—good nature” provides an intrinsic value basis for his strategy of suppressing bandits and social governance. It
is the inevitable result of emphasizing the people and following the public opinion in the practice of Yang Ming’ s social
governance. From the theoretical point of view, it deeply infiltrates Yangming’ s deep philosophy of mind learning. The strategy
is the successful application of Yangming s theory of conscience in social practice, which not only brings up the outstanding
achievements of Yangming’ s “culture and martial arts”, but also creatively develops the deep tradition of advocating “good
education”in Confucian political thought.

Key words: Wang Yangming; Modulation; Flexible Governance; Conscience; Theory of Good Nature
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