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Xu Youren and the Construction of the Northern Academic Tradition in Yuan Dynasty

Liu Chengqun and Gao Yunpeng

Abstract: Xu Youren was born in the North, but he grew up in the South and was deeply influenced by southern

culture. After the resumption of imperial examinations during the Yanyou years, Xu Youren succeeded in the first

examination, so he admired Li Meng, the director of the resumption of imperial examinations, and began to read Yao

Sui’ s articles. With the guidance of the scholars like Li Meng and Yao Sui, Xu Youren not only had a deep

understanding of northern heritage, but also played a role in promoting integration of northern heritage and

Neo—Confucianism, i. e., constructing the northern academic tradition. Xu Youren was pleased to facilitate acculturation

of North and South, but his position on northern Confucian thought was clear.

Key words: Xu Youren; heritage; academic tradition; acculturation
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