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The Book of Songs - Jianjia and the Educational and Ritual System in Ancient Times
Yin Rongfang

Abstract: The purport of Jianjia in the Book of Songs has nothing to do with the love between men and women.
The “Jianjia” and “Bailu” in the poem are the symbols of the season. In the ancient Yueling politics, this season
means that people leave the field, “enter the house” and enter the school to “study”; The scenery of “in the water
side” described in the poem is exactly the same as the water barrier of ancient school palaces (piyong and Pangong),
“Yi Ren” does not refer to a girl, its original meaning is a virtuous person such as music official and Tai Shi. The
ancient music official and Tai Shi had the power to educate young people, and they were the academic officials of
ancient times. This poem was written in the era of Emperor Xianggong of Qin Dynasty. Xianggong was a promising
king. Instead of satirizing Emperor Xianggong’ s inability to use Zhou rites, it hoped that Emperor Xianggong could
further step up Zhou'’s rites and educate people by setting up schools.

Key words: The Book of Songs - Jianjia; Yueling; Xuegong; historiographer; Zhou Li
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