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A Study of the Central Axis of Beijing City in Ming Dynasty
Chen Xibo

Abstract: The central axis of Beijing city is an important cultural carrier reflecting the culture of the ancient city
of Beijing, and it is the peak work reflecting the construction system of Chinese capital city. In the early Ming
Dynasty, the Forbidden City of Beijing was built, fully considering the relationship between mountain and river situation
and urban construction. The central axis of the Forbidden City did not follow the central axis of Yuan Dadu’ sImperial

Palace, but shifted about 150 meters eastward. At the same time, it extended northward to Zhonggulou Tower and
southward to Lizhengmen, forming the phenomenon of the integration of the central axis of the city and the central axis
of the Palace City, and creating a new capital planning system. Influenced by the theory about orientation of geomancy
in ancient China, the central axis of Beijing in Ming Dynasty was not just north—south, but more than 2 degrees from
north to west. This paper discusses the relationship between the construction of the Forbidden City in the early Ming
Dynasty and the Dadu city in Yuan Dynasty, and the influence of Tianshou Mountain on the orientation of the central
axis of Beijing.

Key words: the central axis of Beijing city; the Forbidden City of Beijing; the theory about orientation of

geomancy; Tianshou Mountain
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