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Return to Historical Origin: Re—comment on Cao Cao

Liu Yunhao

Abstract: The real family of Cao Cao can not be verified. Cao Cao’ s complex character was created by his
special family background and family status. The complex subject character and historian’s political tendency lead to
the different evaluation of Cao Cao. If we take the records of the Records of the Three Kingdoms and The Work
Collection of Cao Cao as the research object, abandoning the symbolic way of thinking and cognition, and returning to
the historical origin, we can see that Cao Cao is a great hero. His thought has three basic characteristics: The first is
based on Confucianism, the second is Legalism as the core, and the third is to use different political strategies to deal
with chaos and peace.Although Cao Cao had a strong tendency of political egoism, he also had obvious ambition to
usurp power.However, it is his unswerving ideal of life to establish a stable state and unify the world, manifested in
three aspects: maintaining the stability of the Han Dynasty, rebuilding the national system and calming down the
warlord separatist regime. The evaluation of historical figures must follow a basic principle: Based on historical
development, not on moral judgment.

Key words: Cao Cao; historical origin; Confucianism; Legalism; national unity
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