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Early Xia Culture and History of Early Xia Dynasty
Wei Jiyin

Abstract: Xinzhai culture, the predecessor of Erlitou culture, was formed by the integration of Zaolvtai culture
relocated from eastern Henan to central Henan and local Wangwan phase III culture. Based on the consensus that
Erlitou culture is the middle and late Xia culture, Xinzhai and Zaolvtai should also be cultures of Xia ethnic group.
These three cultures belong to the same pedigree. The Wangwan phase III culture is not the predecessor of Xinzhai; It
originated from Dawenkou culture in the reaches of Huai River and was probably the culture of Boyi ethnic group in
Dongyi. The great flood occurred on the eve of Xia Dynasty is the main reason why Zaolvtai culture moved to central
Henan. The process from unity to confrontation between Xinzhai and Wangwan phase III is a reflection of the shift
from Yu-Yi’ s joint flood control to Qi-Yi’ s struggle for power. In the late period of Xinzhai culture, the climate
became stable. The migration of Xinzhai culture to Luoyang basin and the formation of Erlitou culture from it were
related to the relocation of Taikang to Zhenxun.

Key words: Xinzhai culture; early Xia culture; great flood; Qi-Yi’s struggle for power.
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