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Demonstrating Patterns, Developing Periods and “the Earliest China” in Various Meanings
Bao Yifan

Abstract: In today’ s discussions on “the FEarliest China” , the application of four different demonstrating
“the Pattern of Cultural Element”, “the Pattern of Identity” , “the Pattern of Political Orthodoxy” and
“the Pattern of Region”

patterns

actually leads to different opinions, which hasn’t been clearly known by the scholars. Of
the four different demonstrating patterns, “the Pattern of Cultural Element” is the most reasonable one, whether on
value or on technical feasibility. As the origin of the civilizations and the formation of the countries are progressively
courses, comparing to pointing out an exclusive answer, it is more reasonable to point out “the Earliest China” in

various meanings. Basing on “the Pattern of Cultural Element” and the ideal of developing periods, as well as using

the four archaeological concepts “Earliest Chinese Interaction Sphere”, “Nation”, “Kingdom” and “Empire”, the
following opinions are figured out in this paper. Firstly, “the Earliest Chinese Interaction Sphere” in the Miaodigou
Era can be identified as “the Earliest China” in the meaning of developing foundation. Secondly, the Liangzhu culture
can be identified as “the Earliest China” in the meaning of the first civilized nation. Thirdly, the Erlitou culture can
be identified as “the Earliest China” in the meaning of the first wide—area kingdom. Finally, the Qin empire can be
identified as “the Earliest China” in the meaning of the first unified empire.

Key words: “the Earliest China”; “the Pattern of Cultural Element”; “the Earliest Chinese Interaction Sphere”;

the Liangzhu culture; the Erlitou culture
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