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The Research of Turquoise and Inlaid Ritual Ornaments from a Cross—cultural Perspective
Qin Xiaoli

Abstract: Turquoise ornaments and inlay craftsmanship were once the first choice for natural gems and luxury raw
materials that many ancient civilizations around the world have valued. Because of various cultural backgrounds and
wishes, people have placed different cultural, religious and aesthetic meanings on this green decoration, such as making
it bear the belief and sustenance given by these different groups of people and ancient civilizations, or making it a
symbol of authority associated with the social and political system. This article attempts to compare and analyze the
social meanings and cultural traditions of turquoise and inlay technology in their respective cultures from the
cross—cultural perspective of China in the ancient civilizations of the world, especially compared with the ancient
civilizations of ancient Egypt and the Americas. Whether in China or Egypt and the Americas, turquoise and inlaid
craftsmanship had strong decorative functions in the early days. However, with the improvement of inlay technology, its
functional significance had become more complex and diverse, and it had become a ritual symbol of social status and
authority. The ritual ornaments such as the Erlitou turquoise inlaid plates are the same as the inlaid turquoise on the
crown of King Tutankhamun of ancient Egypt, and the masks, crowns, necklace and armors unearthed in the Americas,
all of these artifacts have been endowed broader social significance and religious divinity, and played an important role
as a symbol of power. Therefore, the research on the social significance of turquoise ornaments and inlay craftsmanship
in the civilization process of ancient human society is not limited to ancient China, but is also a worldwide research
topic.

Key words: Turquoise and inlaid ritual ornaments; Cross-cultural comparison; World ancient civilizations;

Ceremonial symbol
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