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Research on the Water Transport Channel of Central Plains during North-South
Transportation Situation in the Early Ming Dynasty

Wu Pengfei

Abstract: The reconstruction of North—South Transportation Situation in the early Ming Dynasty led to the great
changes in Chinese Economic Geographic Configuration. In the national water transportation system with Nanjing and
Beijing as the centers, water transport Channel often needed to pass through the Henan, Shandong, Zhili Province.
Before the Beijing—-Hangzhou Grand Canal resumed transportation in 1415, the water transport channel of Central
Plains through Henan, which used the Yellow River and the Wei River, played an important role. After the Yellow
River burst in 1391, the Great Yellow River created conditions for the formation and utilization of the water transport
channel of Central Plains. In 1403, the National water transport took a detour route from Henan to Beijing, which was
the most important mode of transport for water transportation except the sea transportation at that time. The Yingqikou
in Chenzhou and the Balushu in Xinxiang were important place on the water transport channel. With fulfilling its
national mission, the water transport channel of Central Plains continued to play its transportation function in the new
form of the Jialu River and the Wei River in Mid and Late Ming Dynasty, partly promoting the rise and prosperity of
Zhengyang Town, Zhoujiakou Town, Zhuxian Town, Kaifeng City, Xinxiang City and Daokou Town.

Key words: Water transport channel of Central Plains; Yingqikou; The Great Yellow River; Baliushu
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