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Cultural Heritage Hierarchical System: The Dilemma of Value Cognition and
Understanding in the Making

Zhao Huijun

Abstract: According to the value level of cultural heritage, the corresponding level of protection strategy is
implemented, which is a significant feature of the construction of cultural heritage system. In the context of China, the
traditional view of cultural relics has gradually expanded to a more diversified view of cultural heritage. This change in
concept and appearance means the value adjustment of traditional concepts under the influence of the world heritage
system. On the whole, the current Chinese cultural heritage hierarchical system is the result of gradual generation and
improvement over the past half century. On the one hand, it expands horizontally from cultural relics (movable and
immovable) to heritage (tangible and intangible). On the other hand, it is a vertical extension from the local level to the
national level and then to the world level. Therefore, in order to deeply understand and analyze the hierarchical system
of Chinese cultural heritage, the first task is to carry out the archaeological investigation of its social construction
process, and then explore the dilemma caused by the system in terms of protection, utilization, hierarchy and value.

Key words: cultural relics; cultural heritage; protection; value; hierarchical system
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