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The Image of Divine Bear and the Origin of Chinese Civilization

Hu Jiansheng

Abstract: In the period of big cultural tradition, the mythical image plays the sacred function of narrative
expression and becomes an important cultural text to explain the cultural gene in the period of big cultural tradition. In
a silk manuscript of the unearthed document Chu, Fuxi who is the great bear, is the creator of the Chinese creation
myth and civilization. In the myth of the yellow emperor, the first ancestor of humanity, the yellow emperor was born
by the spirit of the Big Dipper and lived in the Bear Country. His name is Xuanyuan, which reflects the mythical idea
that the divine bear lived in the celestial emperor’s chariot and became the mythological messenger and the original
incarnation of the celestial emperor and the earth mother. In the unearthed document Rong cheng shi, Dayu established
the system of five flags, with the bear flag in the middle, which became a sacred symbol of the national flag system of
the Xia Dynasty. Only by understanding the original encoding of the image of the divine bear between the big and
small cultural traditions can we uncover the divine origin of Chinese civilization and deeply understand the cultural
genes of the Chinese spirit. In the process of the origin of Chinese civilization, jade ware is earlier than bronze ware,
and mythical image is earlier than text. Jade ware and mythical image constitute two core elements of Chinese
civilization.

Key words: mythical image; image of divine bear; cultural texts; the origin of Chinese civilization
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