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The People—Centered Thought in Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties and Its Historical Influence
Han Xing

Abstract: The sprout of people-centered thought can be traced back to the time of Yao, Shun and Yu. Dayu not
only put forward, but also carried out the people—oriented thought in the political practice. Xia Jie, the last ruler of the
Xia Dynasty, had no sense of protecting the people, but Shang Tang was able to choose the right people, which was
the basic reason why he destroyed the Xia Dynasty. Most of the rulers of the Shang Dynasty after the Shang Dynasty
believed in God and devoted themselves to ghosts and gods, but not to human affairs; at the same time, they advocated
violence and punishment, not morality and education. In the process of destroying the Shang Dynasty, Zhou people
consciously opposed public opinion and destiny, and prepared for overthrowing the Shang Dynasty. The political thought
of the Western Zhou Dynasty was far away from the theocracy, and was embodied as the people—centered doctrine,
which became the source of the people-centered thought of the later Confucianism, and had a profound impact on the
political civilization of ancient China. The three generations of people—centered thought has been fully developed in the
Western Zhou Dynasty, and has become the classic resource of the later generations of Confucian people—centered
thought. The three dynasties of governance contains the mainstream of Chinese traditional politics, and also the valuable
experience of the later generations of wise monarch’s political practice. It has played a positive role in the ancient
national governance and social development, and also contains the seeds of modern democracy.

Key words: people—centered thought; Xia, Shang and Zhou Dynasties; morality and politics; destiny concept;

benevolent government
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