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Mysterious Induction and Myth in Plant Worship in Song Dynasty
Guo Youwei

Abstract: The interaction of people and plants in the Song dynasty from two aspects: on the one hand, the
artificial cultivation into flowering plants in the song dynasty, formed a relatively independent of the planting industry,
some grass, woody plants such as peony, chrysanthemum, peony varieties out more, planting area expands unceasingly,
also contact with people’s daily life is becoming more and more close, this can be seen as poets in the domestication
of plant material aspects; on the other hand, the poets in the plant mutation is used to predict good or ill luck, to
express the world peace, peaceful period, such as value orientation, as one of the crazy legend genie plant is sung
people endowed with personality, let its generation sets, reflect the social various faces, construct an orderly society, this
can be seen as poets to the domestication of plants in the spiritual world. Throughout the Song dynasty, the two
aspects were parallel to each other and did not interfere with each other. However, if the worship of plants in the
spiritual aspect is excessively overused, and some undesirable phenomena such as the tendency to love and cling to
power, the cost of people and money appear, the scientific and rational thinking formed at the material level will stand
out, criticize the shortcomings of the practice and pierce the illusion of worship. By re—examining these cultural
phenomena from the perspective of anthropology, we can get a glimpse of the ideology of the folk society and the
spiritual world of the song people, and understand the historical mechanism of the interaction between the ancients and
nature.

Key words: Song dynasty; plant worship; plant culture; anthropology
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