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Research on Huizhou Merchants and Their Social Activities
in the Canal Area of Ming and Qing Dynasties

Zheng Minde

Abstract: During the Ming and Qing dynasties, with the passage of the Grand Canal, the canal area became a
gathering place for businessmen from all provinces, especially those from Hui and Jin. Huizhou merchants are
distributed from Beijing to Tianjin in the north and Ningshao in the south, along the Beijing—Hangzhou Canal and the
East Zhe Canal. They take

link of unity, mutual assistance and win—win situation, and constantly enhance the social influence and cohesion of

“honesty” as their business philosophy, take “southeast Zoulu” homeland feelings as the
Huizhou merchants by establishing guildhalls, engaging in public welfare activities and becoming officials. They also
take the purpose of integrating into the Canal regional society, creating Huizhou merchandise brand and doing business,
making Huizhou merchant culture an important part of the Ming and Qing dynasties. Commercial culture has exerted a
tremendous influence in the canal area.

Key words: Huizhou merchants; canal; society; business
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