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On the Time-space Change of the Yellow River Flood and Its Administration in the Early
and Middle Qing Dynasty

Tian Bing

Abstract: In the early and middle Qing Dynasty, the Yellow River flood disaster spread to the east of Henan,
northwest and southwest of Shandong, and north of Yangtze river in Jiangsu. Similarly, as in the Ming Dynasty, the
grain needed by the Qing government every year depended on the south of the Yangtze river, and the transport of grain
by the The Grand Canal flow from Beijing to Hangzhou was still the economic lifeline of Qing Dynasty. There were
nearly 100 kilometers of transport routes from the Peizhou city of Jiangsu province to Huai’ an by the Yellow River,
which was still an important guarantee for the smooth transport of grain. Due to the war in the late Ming Dynasty and
the early Qing Dynasty, the dykes of the Yellow River were in disrepair. In the late Qianlong period, the Yellow River
was suffering from increasingly serious floods, so it was necessary to administer the Yellow River for protecting
transportation. In the reign of Jiaqing and Daoguang, there was no way to administer the Yellow River. In the fifth year
of Xianfeng, after the Yellow River diverted to the east at the Tongwaxiang of Lanyang, grain transport in the Grand
Canal flow from Beijing to Hangzhou finally retired from the historical stage.
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