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Identification and Significance of Xuanyu in Yangshao Culture

Zhang Tianen

Abstract: The name of Xuanyu can be seen in the pre—Qin literature. With the archaeological discovery and the
harvest of related traditional culture investigation activities, it can be confirmed that the dark green or black
serpentinite which mainly produced in the later of Shijia type of yangshao culture, and tremolite tool jade should be the
beginning of Xuanyu in Yangshao Culture. Xuanyu developed in the Miaodigou period. In the later of Miaodigou period,
Xuanyu has been into a prosperous period and it appeared to highlight the identity of xuanyu axe, tomahawk and
decorative articles. However, due to the restriction of jade material resources and the influence of traditional cultural
concepls, Xuanyu in Yangshao Culture has formed the characteristics of few kinds, dark color and simple shape, and
has influenced the aesthetic orientation and production technology of jade wares in the later Longshan period, such as
Shimao, Taosi and Qijia culture, as well as the material selection of Xia Dynasty core jade ritual ware Yazhang (or
Xuangui).

Key words: Yangshao Culture; Xuanyu; identification; significance.
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