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An Analysis of The Battle of Qianmu

Du Yong

Abstract: The battle of Qianmu was a famous campaign between the Zhou royal family and Jiangshi Zhirong (% [G
Z#) in the later years of Zhou Xuanwang. The Xinian of Tsinghua’s Bamboo Slips also contained the incident, which
caused scholars to argue about the number, location, cause and impact of the war. A careful analysis of all kinds of
documents on the ground and underground showed that there was no two battle of Qianmu in The Records of the Grand
Historian and only one actually which occoured in the thirty—ninth year of Zhou Xuanwang. The location of the war was
in the suburbs of Haojing and had nothing to do with the Jin. The war started because the Zhou royal family supported
the Qin people in their fight against Quan Rong ( K 2 ), As a result, Jiangshi Zhirong was forced out by the Qin
people and lost their land, which caused sharp contradiction between Jiang rongshi ( 22 7% [ ) and the Zhou royal
family and escalated into armed conflict. The royal army failed to defeat Jiang Rong’s attack, and the emperor fled. The
authority of the Zhou Royal Family was discredited, and the position of co—master plummeted. This contributed to the
political ambitions of Quan Rong who coveted Zongzhou (%) )for a long time. More than 10 years later, Shen .Zeng,
joint Quan Rong attacked Haojing, Zongzhou finally fell.

Key words: The battle of Qianmu; the number of the war; geographic orientation; the causes and effects of war
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