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The Writing of Foreign Civilization in the Literature of Han Dynasty
Shi Yuntao

Abstract: More and more elements of foreign civilization were integrated into the social life of Han Dynasty, and
the new achievements of foreign civilization attracted the attention of scholars. The animals, plants, utensils, spices,
jewelry, arts and the Hu people that came into China through the Silk Road were all described and reflected in the
poems and Fu of Han Dynasty. Literary works provide rich materials that present the achievements of foreign
civilization in Han Dynasty, which are of great value for the study of the history of cultural exchanges between China
and foreign countries. Foreign articles in literary works of Han Dynasty were often endowed with new cultural
connotations and emotional factors, and the scholars’ praises and chanting for the new images of foreign civilization
was just the beginning of the infiltration of foreign civilization in the field of Chinese literature. With the development
of the communication between China and foreign countries, Chinese literature was more and more influenced by foreign
civilization in contents and forms. At the same time, it also developed and flourished on the basis of absorbing the
achievements of foreign civilization.

Key words: Han Dynasty; the Silk Road; the communication between China and foreign countries; foreign
civilization; literary writing
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