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The Evolution of the Ancestral Sacrifice in Yin and Zhou Dynasties and the Rites and Music
Nature of Zhou Song

Ma Yingin

Abstract: There were no odes to King Mu and later kings in Zhou Song, which was closely related to the
evolution of the ancestral sacrifice in the Zhou Dynasty. During the confrontation between Yin and Zhou Dynasties, the
thought of “Great Heaven has no affections; it helps only the virtuous” deconstructed the legitimacy of God granted
monarchical power of the Yin people. At the same time, the Zhou people also lost the inevitable shelter of the Heaven
and God. The ancestors of the Zhou people, especially King Wen and King Wu, gradually became the actual guardian
gods in the process of being constantly praised. However, in terms of the ancestral sacrifice, on the one hand, the
people of the early Western Zhou Dynasty inherited the sacrificial tradition of matching the Heaven with ancestors
initiated by the Yin people, on the other hand, they followed their own custom of sacrificing no more than three
generations and valuing the near ancestors. With the passage of time, King Wen and King Wu had successively
exceeded the sacrificial scope of the ancestors of the last three generations, but there was still a strong political need
to worship them. As a result, the Zhao—mu System, which integrated the two kinds of etiquette and customs, and
respected King Wen and King Wu as the ancestors who would not be moved into the remote ancestral temples came
into being at the right time. Through the Zhao-mu system, the mature thought of separation of ancestors and God in
the early Zhou Dynasty was finally put into ritual practice. It was manifested by two kinds of sacrifices: the suburban
sacrifice of matching the Heaven with Houji, King Wen and King Wu and the temple sacrifice of focusing on ancestor
worship and valuing the ancestors of the last three generations. This integration of ancestral sacrifice established the
core spirit of distinguishing Ya and Song in the Zhou Dynasty. With the stability of the suburban sacrifice, Song for
the purpose of reporting achievement to ancestors and entertaining God tended to be stereotyped. Meanwhile, Ya with
the purpose of discussing the rise and fall of dynastic politics began to embark on the road to prosperity.

Key words: Zhou Song; the ancestral sacrifice; zhao—mu system; suburban sacrifice; temple sacrifice
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