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On the Thoughts of He and Tong in the Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States
Period

Cheng Youwei

Abstract: The ancient Chinese thought of He (Harmony) and Tong (Sameness) was formed in the Spring and
Autumn period. Thinkers and statesmen discussed the differences between He and Tong. But on the whole, they
advocated both and applied them to all aspects of social life, forming a relatively complete system of He and Tong
Ideology. In the Warring States Period, Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism and Eclectics expounded on the thoughts, except
for Legalism. The ideas of Xuan Tong, Tai He, He He, He Tong, Da Tong, etc. appeared thereafter were expressed in
people” s cosmology and became the criterion for intellectuals’ self-cultivation and handling of various relations as well
as a kind of political thoughts and social ideal. Inherited and developed by the thinkers and politicians since the Qin
and Han Dynasties, these ideas have been an important part of China’ s excellent traditional culture. The promotion of
He and Tong is of great practical significance to the improvement of people’s ideological and moral quality, the
establishment of core socialist values and the construction of the Community of Shared Future for Mankind.

Key words: He (Harmony) and Tong (Sameness); Thought of Harmony; Way of Da Tong; Community of Shared
Future for Mankind
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