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On the Origin and Flow of the Confucian View of Emperor and Minister in Guo Dian Chu
Bamboo Slips

Li Jiansheng and Niu Jiequn

Abstract: What Guo Dian Chu Bamboo Slips was that the monarch was born out of need, ruled the people with
“courtesy” , the subjects should be loyal to the monarch, and the relationship between the emperor and the minister was
an extension of the relationship between father and son. The concepts of “always calling the evil of the king” and
“affinity” being more important than “king” in Guo Dian Chu Bamboo Slips’ brief are the continuation or deepening
of the thought of “following the Dao and not following the king” of pre-Qin Confucianism. The Confucian view of
emperor and minister that Guo Dian Chu Bamboo Slips had great changes in the Qin and Han dynasties, but the idea
that the monarch should be the ruler of the world was still transmitted by Confucianism,and the concept of “affinity”
over “monarch” evolved into “affinity” over “monarch” , which reflected the independent will and critical spirit of
Confucianism.

Key words: Guo Dian Chu bamboo slips; monarchical rule; ministerial rule; relationship between monarch and

minister
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